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The Two Covenants. 


H B. vii. 7. 
If the Firſt Covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould 
1 Place have been ſought for the Second. 
Na one who reads the ſcripture can be ignorant 


that there is frequent mention made of two 
,ovenants, or Teſtaments, namely, the Old and 


the New. The Firſt Covenant was made in the 


wilderneſs, at the time of ene up the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt, and is the law or Covenant 
of works. The Second Covenant is that made in 


Chriſt Jeſus, and is the goſpel, or Covenant of 
grace, or, as it is at other times called, the Covenant 


of promiſe. | r : 
The apoſtles and ſervants of God in all latter 
ages have called this Covenant of grace the New 
Covenant, or the Second Covenant, though it was 
indeed the Firſt, and revealed to Abraham, and con- 
firmed to him and his ſeed four hundred and thirty 
years before the law came into the world; and the 


Covenant of the law, & what is properly the Cove- 


nant of works, came in between the time of God's 
bleſſing Abraham and the coming of the Mefliah. 
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[+3 : 
The reaſon then, why the Covenant of works is- 
called the firſt, is, becauſe it was the firſt that was 
manifeſted and written, and under which all ſeem 
to be born, and by which they hope to be helped 
and ſaved ; but this hope dies away as ſoon as the 
preaching of the pure goſpel comes, and ſo ſoon as 
the Holy Ghoſt opens the law, and ſhews how in- 
deed it is juſt and good, but becauſe of the ſinful- 
neſs of our nature, cannot juſtify, but condemns 
all under it, and is therefore called weak and un- 
profitable, ſince it ſhews ſin, but cannot pardon it 
it makes the debt clear, and is as a juſt bond and 
bill, bringing in the ſoul guilty, but does not help 
to pay the debt, or juſtify the ungodly, The end 
of it was to make fin known, to put bounds to the 
torrent of tranſgreſſions, and check the febellious 
ſinner with its thunders, and, like a ſchool-maſter, 
keep under the ſoul till it comes to age; i. e. arrives 
to faith in Chriſt, and ſo long ſerves to teach us 
two things, firſt, That all the world is guilty before 
God, and muſt not think his ways are unequal, or 
that injuſtice is in bim, in paſting judgment and 
condemnation upon all in Adam, or: uſe ſuch a 
proverb any more, which once the. reaſoning and 
diflatished Iſraelites uſed, namely, The fathers 


have eaten ſour grapes, and the children's teeth are 


| ſet on edge;” meaning, that Adam had ſinned, and 

they were puniſhed for his faults. In the law, 
therefore, God Almighty condeſcends to ſhew how 
Jittle right they have to murmur on this head, and 
makes his juſt dealings clear as the light, in enter- 
ing thus, as it were, into a covenant with all his 
creatures. He gives a holy law, and orders every 
one to be ſtrictly obedient to all its precepts, with 
the promils of life and many bleſſings if they obey 


bim, 


| 


| LEE 
him, and curſes © every one that continueth not in 
all things of the book of the law.” Theſe were the 
conditions of this Covenant or Teſtament, ** If 
thou keep all my ſtatutes and judgments to do them, 
I will bleſs thee ; but if thou deſpiſe my law that I 
have commanded, thou ſhalt be accurſed, or die 
without mercy.” f | | 
Here every child can ſee the ways of the Lord 
are equal, and not without cauſe all are condemned, 
and every one's mouth muſt be ſtopped, and com- 
plain and repine no more at the curſe paſſed upon 
all, for all have ſinned, and ſo brought the male- 
Ion and curſe of the law. upon their heads 
u N Yo ? 2 
a The ſecond thing we learn in the law is, that 
we cannot be juſtified by it; but the more we look 
into it, and the more we read it, the more we are 
convinced we are cut off from mercy thereby, and 
ſo the ſincere ſoul dies to the law ; and though be- 
fore it was like a huſband to them, they now look 
on it as a dead huſband, and what can help them no 
farther: And this happens ere the ſoul is free to be 
married to Chriſt, or even ſecks out to him for | 
mercy and juſtification, Thus by the law we are = 
dead to the law, and this ſchool-maſter has taught 
us, we cannot by the deeds of the law, or by our 
obedience or works, be juſtified, ſeeing we have 
broken that covenant, and rendered our duty and 
obedience imperfect, and fallen under the curſe z 
0 for he that keeps the whole law, and offends but 
in one point, is guilty of the whole.“ | 
Thus is the law a ſchool-maſter until Chriſt, and 
when we ſeek righteouſneſs there, the law anſwers 
us, It is not in me. e | 4 
It is above all things moſt ſafe to underſtand the 1 
goctrine of the law, Jeck we be tempted in hearing = 
| 3 1 | tag 
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[ 6 J. 
the goſpel to ſay that God gaveit in vain, or being 
ignorant of its deep extent and meaning, endeavour 
to patch up a righteouſneſs of our own from an ob- 
ſervance of the law, and ſo live and die without 
ſeeking a better righteouſneſs, and without knowing 
© the Fose nent of promiſe, and eternal life, and bet- 
ter bleſſings of the New Teſtament, in the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt.“ There was never more need of a 
caution againſt this danger than now, for out of a 
ſalſe zeal and pretended reſpect to the law of God, 
ſome have magnified it above our Saviour, and made 
it ſtill the rule and tenor of all their preaching, 
whereby their hearers have been led blindfold, and 
unable to diſcern between works and faith, the law 
and grace, Moſes and Chriſt, and blended both 
ſhamefully together, and made both one and the 
ſame covenant of God, and by reſting on their 
duties and performances under the law, without be- 
ing aware of their being under the curſe, hazarding 
their fouls well-being for ever, and have come into 
the danger of being found children of the bond- 
woman, who, like ſervants, muſt not abide in God's 
houſe alway, but be caſt out, while ſuch as “were 
_ made free from the law by the body of Chriſt and 
were received into the adoption of ſons,” ſhall be 
heirs for ever in the kingdom, and fhall go no more 
„ AE. | 
+ The Covenant of grace, or the New Teſtament, 
3s of quite another nature than the law: for in this 
God the whole Godhead enters into a Covenant with 
the Son our Saviour, who, out of mere pity and 
Jove to ſinners in their helpleſs and condemned con- 
dition, undertook for them, and became their 
Surety and Saviour, He knew well they were 
fallen, and Joſt, and gone captive after the enemy, 
who led them at his will, He foreſaw what it 
We. - would 


a | 
„ 
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1 


would coſt him to redeem them out of this effate, 


what pain and torment he muſt undergo, if he 


would ſuſtain and bear their juſt chaſtiſement and 


wrath, and how taſte death for every man, if he 


would recover them and ſave their fouls alive, He 
knew befide what trouble he ſhould have to new 
build the world, which was accurſed on their ac- 
count, and with what toil he ſhould renew and create 
afreſh all mankind, and waſh them from their ſius 
and evils, and bear all their ſickneſs, death, judg- 
ments, with every weight, preſſure, grief, and bur- 
den away; but all could not abate or change his 
fixed and everlaſting love to the world, he willingly 


conſented to be their Saviour, by paying their debt, 


ſuffering their curſe, and making hinielf a free- 
will offering in their ſtead; for this he was to have 


te the heathen for his inheritance, and the utmoſt. 


parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion: Beſides the 
Father would preſerve him of the tribes of Jacob 
a hundred and forty and four thouſand, who ſhould 
be, as it were, his firſt-fruits, and who ſhould 


ſurely be his. At the ſame time © all things were 
made over to him in the height above, and in the 


deep beneath z” for his hire and wages he ſhould'be 
the Lord of all, whether living or dead, as well as 


have the ſole ſupremacy in heaven, earth, hell, and 
over all fleſh and every ſpirit in worlds viſible and 


inviſible, and have the authority and right to ſave 
as many as he would, and give eternal life to whom 
he pleaſed, This ſatisfied our bleſſed Surety, and 
the covenant was made of God in Chriſt before 


the foundation of the world, when as yet no moun- 
tain or high hill was formed, and the preſent mul=- 
titude of men and other creatures were not created, 


but only He who calls the things that are not as 


though they were,” knew how he would make _—_ 
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„ 
and ſoreſaw the fall by means of the ſubtlety of the 
enemy, and reſolved to fave them; thus from the be- 
-ginning of the werld he was the Lamb ſlain, and 
.our Saviour. This covenant was witneſſed and 
ſworn to above, and was ſealed by the Lord's own 
blood in due time, and put in force and perfected 
when he ſaid in his laſt moments, It is finiſhed.“ 
From that hour it takes date, and all other diſpen- 
ſations, covenants, bonds, laws, and engagements 
vaniſh away, and this of right ſhould only be preached 
and publiſhed in the name of Jeſus over the earth, 
till he comes. 

1 have in fe words ſpoke of this glorious agree- 
ment above, which was made in the council of the 
Holy Trinity, and which, when known among the 
angels and ſons af God, made all ſing together and 
ſhout for joy. Let us now ſee how we ftand in re- 
ſpeCt of this covenant, and by what means we are 
intitled to this act of grace and mercy, 85 

We are ſaved freely, and therefore we do not poſ- 
ſeſs our pardon and affurance of eternal life through 
our works or merits, but by faith in Chriſt, God 
becomes our Father, and we commence *© his chil- 
dren, his fons and daughters, We have nothing 
to pay, and be frankly forgives us all, He is mer- 
ceiful to our unrighteouſnefs, and our fins and our 
iniquities he will remember no more. He juſtifics 
us from all our fins, though we be ungodly,” and 
have no- perſonal right to his juſtification, but be is 
merciful and juſt in doing ſo; merciful, in that he 


willingly pardons and loves us; juft, in that Chriſt 
z has. died and ſuffered in our ſtead. He has borne 


aur eurſe, he has endured our ſhame, ſuſtained our 
hell and puniſhment, and imputes our faith in him 
for righteouſneſs, or makes over and reckons his 
obedience, works, duties, ſufferings, and dying to 

us; 


19 1 


ua; and as he ſtood like a finner, and was numbered 


\ 


with tranſgreſſors before God, and was bruiſed for 


the ſin he never committed, ſo we ſtand perfe@ and 
complete in him, being cloathed in his righteouſ- 
neſs, which is imputed to us, though we did not 
deſerve it, but were unworthy of any thing better 
than hell, and to be loſt for ever. | 


This doctrine is every where taught in the goſ- | 


pel, and whoever believes it in the bottotn of his 
heart, ſhall know, he believes to righteouſneſs,” 
and ſhall feel and prove in his believing heart, that 
he is intereſted in the covenant of grace, and has a 
right to all the bleſſings and privileges of the ſons 
of God contained therein, The Holy Spirit is 
ſent down from heaven to be the witneſs of this, who 
ſo powerfully acts in the name of Jeſus, and with 
ſuch real and ſolid. happineſs and energy, that it is 


equally the ſame bleſſed thing to a believer, as if 


Chriſt perſonally gave him his blood, and ſaid, 

Drink, for this is the cup of the New Teſtament 

in my blood which was ſhed for you, for the remiſ- 
fion of your ſins.” - 


Therefore above all things faith is requiſite in 


us, and without which we can neither pleaſe God, 
overcome the world, or be juſtified from ſin and the 
law. It is through faith in Jeſus we get that ri 

teouſneſs and perfect holineſs in Chriſt, which we 
never elſe could have attained to by working; and 
by this faith we are brought into the peſſeftion of 
our inheritance in Chriſt, as a child of age comes 
to his eſtate, and enters into all his father bequeathed 
to him at his death. And as an heir does not poſleſs 
any thing till his father's deceaſe, and not till then 
is his father's teſtament or will of force, though 
ſigned, witneſſed, and ſealed: ſo neither could tne 


glorious things of the — be inherited by = eg 
8 | ; 55 
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peel preached to every creature. 


5 [ 10 ] 
till the death of Chriſt, through faith in whom we 
arrive to age, and may ſeize and enjoy, as our eter- 
nal inheritance, his ſalvation, love, pardon, righ- 
teouſneſs, grace, glory, and divine happineſs here 
—_—— > 498K 
Hence it is ſo often repeated and taught in the 
ſoeripꝛures, The juſt ſhall live by faith; We are 
juſtified by faith; By faith ye are ſaved;” and all 
this is done to overturn that principle the pride of 
our hearts has taught us, and which we have got fo 
deeply rooted in our minds through hearing legal 
preaching, or doctrines of morality and ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs, that we muſt be ſaved by our own good 
EEE. | A 

Experience teaches us how hard it is to bring off 
people from the looking to the Old Covenant, and 
how nothing leſs than the Holy Ghoſt can fo glorify 
Jefus and convince of his righteouſneſs, as to bring 
a ſoul to reſt there, and make it determine to men- 
tion his righteouſneſs and his only, and know nothing 
but him and him crucihed.” —- | 
The miniſters of the goſpel cannot be too care- 
ful to humble the pride of men, and bring down 
their haughtineſs, and fet at nought all our good- 
reſs and righteouſneſs, which at beſt is but like fil- 
thy rags; nor can the he too bold and poſitive in 
5 — © that we are ſaved freely, and not of 
works but by grace, through faith, and not by the 
law;“ for the time is come when the law muſt have 
its glory done away, and vaniſh and wax old, and 
hriſt the Lord alone muſt be exalted, and the goſ- 


"I 


It is a miſtake that ſome religious people make, 
in inſiſting ſo much about preaching and keeping 
the. law, becauſe of which I will ſpeak freely of this 
matter. 8 | | 
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The law is the covenant of works, which I have 
ſhewn before, and was made for the children of Iſrael 
when they came out of Egypt, and had learned to 
reaſon heatheniſhly about God's dealing inequitably 
in remembering the ſin of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren; and therefore to ſtop their mouths, to con- 
vince them of ſin, as well as for other divine reaſons, 
he entered into a covenant with his people, of which 
his faithful Moſes was.the Mediator, and which was 
ſealed with the blood of bulls and goats, and or- 
dained to continue till the ſeed, Chriſt, ſhould come. 
This law and covenant was then magnified and made 
bonourable, and a regular prieſthood appointed to 
read, teach, and publiſh this law throughout all the 
tribes. The tables of this law were laid up in an 
ark by order of the Lord, and to this all the Jews. 
went up and viſited, and heard it read ſome hui d ed 
years. It was delivered alſo upon mount Sinai in 
| Arabia, with thunder and lightnings, and with the 
ſound of a trumpet and miniſtration of angels, and 
with ſo much awfulnefs and terror, that all that 
heard it fled at the voice of him that ſpake, and Moſes 
himſelf confeſſed, ©** I do exceedingly fear and 
quake,” All this ſerved to make the authority of 
it of more weight and importance. But though the 
Jaw was divine, and a tranſcript of the mind of God, 
and was preached with blefling, and the neglecters 
and deſpiſers of it puniſhed with plagues and heavy 
judgments, yet God had not deſigned it to be of 
long duration; but as it was added to the covenant 
of mercy and grace revealed to Abraham, : becauſe 
of tranſgrefſion, ſo its author graciouſly deſigned, * 
when the Lamb ſhould take away the fin of the 
world and finyh tranſgreſhon, to remove it as if it 
had not entered, and ſo Jet the covenant of grace 
Ms ai again 


5 1 N 
8 * and appear to a men in the goſpel of 
riſt. . | 

Jeremiah lived under the law, and was obedient 
to it like other men of God; but he foreſaw, when 
the Deliverer ſhould come, a wonderful alteration 
would enſue; therefore he ſays, ** The days come, 
faith the Lord, that they ſhall iay no more the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, neither ſhall it come 
to mind, neither ſhall they remember it, neither ſhall 
they viſit it, neither ſhall that be done, or magni- 
fied any more, Jer. iii. 16. 

In his time to have ſpoken ſuch words muſt have 
endangered his life; for, doubtleſs, all who heard 
him thought, as the latter Jews did when they heard 
Paul and Stephen ſay we could not be ſaved by our 
works, this man ſpeaketh blaſphemous words 
againſt the law; and this muſt have been one rea- 
fon why he and all the prophets were ſo {lighted and 
perſecuted in their day, becauſe they ſpoke of chang- 
ing the covenant, the law, the prieſthood, &c. and 
ſaving the world by a better ſacrifice, and by a bet- 
ter covenant; for the zealous Jews at no time could 
hear of this, eſpecially as they knew God had fpoken 
all the words of the law, and commanded it to all 
their generations for ever. But even in this dark 
diſpenſation, when the people were ſhut up under 
the law to the faith which was afterward revealed, 
there were many who ſaw they could not be ſaved 
by that covenant, and who could find how far ſhort 
they fell of the righteouſneſs of the law; and theſe, 
without doubt, rejoiced to hear of a covenant that 
could give life and juſtify from fin, and ſuch ſought 
and enquired diligently about the ſalvation, and 
having ſeen it afar off, believed, and died in faith, 
ſo eſcaping the curſe of the law, and getting * 
4 he O 


W 


of thoſe heavy bonds and yokes which they nor 


their fathers were able to bear.” | | 
In like manner David mentions the invalidity and 


inſufficiency of the ſacrifices, that could no: atone 


for the breaches of the firſt covenant, and prays the 
Lord to waſh him, knowing that elſe he could not 
be purged by the blood of bulls. 


gain he ſaw the everlaſting covenant, and knew 


* 


ace: for elſe, he acknowledged that no man by the 
aw could be juſtified in God's ſight. 


God had made it with him, wherefore he died in 


Alſo Jeremiah comforts ſuch as mourned and 


fighed under the law, by ſaying, . Bebold, the days 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I will make à new cove- 
nant with the houſe of Iſrael and with the houſe of 
Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the Jand of Egypt,” * xxxi. 31. 


Some other prophets alſo had hinted at giving the 


6 Lord for a covtnati@to the people; and Ezekiel 
ſpoke more than once of the covenant of grace, 


* 


the end. 


Thus it went till Jeſus Chriſt died, and rent the 
vail in twain, unſealing the myſterv, and bringing 


light and eternal life to light by the goſpel: And 


now without the law fin is learned in his death, and 
the glad news of ſalvation by him alone is declared 
to every creature. Such as' now contend for the 

preaching of the covenant of works or the doctrine of 
the law, are ignorant of the goſpel, and, like Apollos, 
they need one to teach them the way of God more 
perfectly. The death of Chriſt and his ſufferings 
- preach deeper and with better effect than all laws 
and commandments, and he who is not reclaimed 
dy the goſpel will never be won by the law. If the 


| knowledge. 


and ſaving his people freely. See Ezek. xvie to 


> — — — i —— — — — —— 


41 
knowledgelof ſin came by the law, much more can 
wie know how evil fin is ſince it coſt Jeſus his life, 
and could not be purged away but by the dying of 
the Son of God; but far, yea far more is found in 
the New Covenant than in the Old, for that pro- 
miſed life, but this eternal life; that failed becauſe 
of the weakneſs of them that were under it, and ſo 
could juſtify none; but the blood of Jeſu's covenant 
brings grace and truth, pardon of fins, full. aequit- 
tance of all -paſt debts, power to live godly and 
righteouſly in the world, and ſeals us to be his for 
evermore. | N 5 . | 
At our entering into the bleſſings of this covenant 
we are inſtantly freed from the law and its threaten- 
ings; no condemnation can reach us, becauſe ** we 
are not under the law but under grace.” Yea had 
we before our faith in Chriſt made a league with 
death and a covenant with hell, it ſhould not ſtand, 
fatan muſt give up, death muſt deliver back, and the 
fetters of fin, which are like braſs and iron, muſt be 
diflolved, and become like tuw that had touched 
the fire, and we ſhould be free indeed. 44 

But here it would not be amiſs to obferve, that 
though the children of God, and ſuch as are in the 
new covenant, are not under the law, nor in danger 
of -periſhing, yet have they no licenſe to fin; nor 
tan a faithful ſoul be everiperſuaded of that deluſive 
doctrine, that there is no fin to a believer ; they can 
fin; but no human tongue can - deſcribe what pain 
and inward remorſe ſuch muſt fee], who again grieye 
the Lamb willingly, and venture to defile their rai- 
ment. .f thy children ſin I will viſit their offen- 
ces with a rod, and their ſin with'ſcourges, ſaith the 
Lord.“ But ſhould a ſoul, conſcious of his conti- 
nual weakneſs, poverty and faults, feel a thaught 
amiſs, or fee he has done wrong, or ſpoken or {ſaved 
enn | 5 ill, 
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ill, he cannot reſt till our Saviour has taken it away; 
nor may we. be afraid to ſuſpect their eſtate Who, 
with all' their clear and orthodox opinions of grace, 
live in ſin, or are drunkards, unclean, unchaſte, 
irreligious, covetous, worldly- minded, proud, boaſt- 
ere, lovers of pleaſure, paſſionate, and intemperate, 
for they are not born of God, and are ſtill of the 
world. At the ſame time, the abuſe wherewith 
ſome have abuſed the goſpel of free grace muſt nat 
ſtumble us, or make us legal in our doctrine, man- 
ners, or ideas, nor muſt we darken the covenant by 
making any condition ef our being accepted but 
what God has made. We are accepted for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, and ſaved as freely as a brand taken 
out of the fire by one who thought it a pity it ſhould 
be burned; and ſhould we aſcribe the leaſt part of 
our peace, pardon, or righteouſneſs to any other 
thing than his blood and merits, we rob the Lord, 
and turn ſpiritual thieves. 5 18 $i bak: 
But then ſome think we deſtroy and make void 
the law. No: It is not made void, it ſtands good 
. and condemns wicked men, and all ſuch hypocrites 
who urge the neceſſity of obſerving it, and yet break 
it, and who, out of a fond opinion of their own. 
righteouſneſs, ſlight the righteouſneſs of our Lord 
Chriſt, The law was made for the diſobedient, 
and over ſuch it continues to ſtand as a ſwift wit- 
neſs, but it never was made to make men righteous; 
for the Jaw made nothing perfect, and if righteouſ— 
neſs came by the law, Chriſt is dead in van. 
Ihe ſtrict ſect of the Phariſees, in our Saviour's 
time, were of this mind; they ſuppoſed, the end of 
the law was to make men righteous, and therefore 
with great art and ſtudy found ways ſo to expound 
the words of the commandments, that many could 
live, according to their expoſition, dar nn 
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the law; for they taught, If they had no images, 
bowed down to none of the idols of the nations, but 
worſhipped only the God of Abraham, they were 
clear in the firſt commands; ſo if they did not name 
the Shemhamphoraſh, or the unutterable name of 
God, whereby he was made known to Moſes, they 
were clear in taking his name in vain. a 
Alſo, if they did not go farther than ſuch a diſtance 
on the ſabbath day, nor touched ſervile work, they 
were innocent in this reſpe.  - © 
If they acknowledged all gifts from their parents, 
and were thankful, they were fre. 
If they did not kill any one, nor were acceſlary 
to the death of any, they were ſafe, 
I they had not gone in to another's wife and de- 
filed the marriage bed, they were not in danger, and 
after this manner they taught, and made and in- 
.creafed their ſe amazingly, ſo that the chief prieſts, 
and almoſt all the religious and ſerious men in the 
church, were of the phariſees. Theſe were ſtrict 
obſervers of the letter of the law, were circumciſed 
the eighth day, attended the feſtivals and faſt-days 
duly, gave much alms, made Jong prayers in the 
ſtreets, ſynagogues, and markets, compaſſed ſea and 
land to make a proſelyte, and this was their righ- 
teouſneſe. In the chriſtian world there are ſtill many 
of the ſect, and who, though they have not arrived 
to the pitch of theſe ſtrict Jews, nor attained to the 
righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, prate 
about their goodneſs, and thank God they are not 
ſo bad as other men; they have done many works, 
are often buſied in mending their patch-work gigh- 
teouſneſs, and daubing over the wall which is mo- 
mently falling, with untempered mortar; their 
Prayers, ſelf-denial, and obedience is all their righ- 
teouſneſs, take that aways and, like Laban, my 
| : | CITY - might 
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meg. complain, “ You have taken away my gods, 


what have I got more?” | 
When, our Saviour came into the world, inſtead 
of praiſing the rigid company of phariſees, or ex- 
tolling the merit of their holy order, he ſpeaks hea- 
vily againſt them, Woe be to you, ye ſcribes, 
phariſees, hypocrites ! how can ye eſcape the dam- 
nation of hell?“ And why was our Saviour ſo hard? 


Why did he continually thunder againſt them, and 


in all his parables ſo expoſe them, and aſſure his 
diſciples, “that unleſs their righteouſneſs exceeded 


the rightcouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, they 
could in no caſe enter the kingdom of heaven?“ 
It was therefore, becauſe they had perverted the 
meaning and intent of the law, they had taught in- 
ſtead the commandments and traditions of men, and 
ſo made, as it were, the law of God of no effect; 
for that law which ſhould have convinced of ſin, 
and laid all under the curſe, and ſo obliged them to 
ſee and feel the want of a Saviour, that they had 
made to ſerve other ends, and perſuaded: the people 
life could be obtained thereby, and ſo contented and 
_ ſatisfied the worſhippers . op covenant, with 
their obedience and obſervances of the law. This 
our Saviour calls whitening the wall, painting the 
tomb, waſhing the outſide of the diſh and platter, 
| becauſe all the righteouſneſs, godlineſs, goodneſs, 


holineſs, and whatever elſe under. ſuch names have 


been the work of men, is no other, ſince it is all 
form, it is all outward; it is put on, and does not 
- change the evil nature, or alter the mind, or convert 


the heart. It may pleaſe men, and be eſteemed and 


_ admired by the world, but muſt be an abamination 
in the fight of God, who tries the hearts and reins, 


and knows the ſame eld, rotten, and filthy heart, 


tze ſame bad and impure nature, ſtill lives under 
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all, and the whole of ſuch a righteouſneſs is in his 


eyes a cloak, a covering, but not the wedding gar. 


ment, it is not, the white robe, the righteouſneſs of 


the ſaints ; their robe is the ſalvation of God, and 
their garment the righteouſneſs of Chrift, and with- 


out which the beſt attainments, the moſt admired 


oodneſs and holineſs is no better than the righteout- 


- nels of ſcribes, phariſees, and hypocrites, and will 
be found of the ſame piece in the day when God 


enters into judgment with all fleſh, and ſhall try 


every man's work of what ſort it is. 


That our Saviour might make his law ſhine in its 
ancient clearneſs, and ſerve whereto it was ordained, 


he invalidates all the falſe gloſſes and expoundings 
of the phariſees, and ſhews how he is guilty who 
| ſeeks and receives honour of men; that whoſo ſerves 
ſin and calls God Father, taketh his name in vain, 
and belongs to his father the devil; that he that 
looks on another with luſt has committed adultery 


already in his heart; that he that hateth his brother 


is a murderer; and thus brings the moſt innocent 


under the curſe, and levels to the ground all ſelf- 


admiring, and our own righteouſneſs, and, as St. 
Paul affirms, concludes all under fin, and in unbe- 
lief, and for their lives forbids men to build up 
what Chriſt has deſtroyed. If any do it they riſque 


5 body and foul for ever if their pride will not ſtoop 


to. Jeſus, but value their thoughts more than his, 
and will {ti} dare to think, I am not like this 
- publican, I am better than he, I will not be ſaved 
freely, I believe I have ſome righteouſneſs ;* ſuch 
will he behold afar off and ſend empty away; but 
where the ſoul is upright, honeſt, and ſincere, they 
will not be ſo cheated; let men judge of them bet- 
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motions of {in are in their members, and that though 


ter if they will, but they themſelves know what 


the 
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the wi be whited, it is daubed and built with un- 
tempered mortar, though the tomb be garniſhed, it 
is inwardly a ſtinking and polluted place, and though 
the outſide of the diſh be clean, withhh are ſtirrings 
of pride, luſt, revenge, envy, covetouſneſs, and the 
love of the creature more than the love of the Crea- 
tor. Souls ſenſible of this have no hope from the 
law, their mouths are ſtopped, and they plead no 
more for their righteouſneſs, but are in queſt and 
ſearch after a better foundation, an everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs, and this the Lord and his blood ſhall be 
to them. 

There are others, who Rill think the law and 
covenant of works ſhould yet be obſerved, becauſe 
our Saviour has ſaid, ** One jot or tittle of the law 
ſhould not fail till al} was fulfilled ;” but ſuch muſt 
have a mean opinion of Jeſus Chriſt and his obe- 
dience, who do not believe he has fulfilled and paid 
all, in his obedience under the law, anſwered all 
its demands, and ſuffered all its curſes and condem- 
nation, and this is our righteouſneſs. I wiſh only 
ſome who love to plead for the law, and to make it 
honourable, as they ſay, do not come into that caſe 
St. Paul mentions in his epiſtles, who are teachers 
of the law, and do not know what they 94. nor 
whereof they affirm. 

The eternal mind of God was to ſave loſt man 
freely, and this was promiled to Adam, and eſta- 
bliſhed to Abraham, long before the law came by 
Moſes, and as St. Paul reaſons with the Galatians, 
„It is impoſſible for the law that came afterwards 
to make the covenant of promiſe of no effect. N 
man may diſannul or make void a man's covenant, 
much leſs could any thing make null or void a cove- 

nant confirmed with the oath of God, and decreed 
as eternal as the heavens 8 and let men be offended 
| | | 2 or 
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or pleaſed, ſo it is, and ſhall be, that whoſo hears 
Moſes, reads, and likes to have doctrines of duties, 
works, and terms of acceptance preached to him, 
the vail is yet wpon his heart untaken away, and he 

does not ſee the glories of the New Teſtament, 
What! O what would ſuch do ſhould God enter 
into judgment with them and try them by the law ? 

They have not kept that covenant, what hope then 
have they? they would be without hope, they would 
be condemned. | O let ſuch betimes apply to the 
Mediator of the better Teftament, and Þhich 18 
founded, upon better promiſes, and experience what 
it is to be ſaved by his death from the law, ſin, and 
everlaſting miſery, and they will be happy, and not 
till then. | 
Though I have in the beginning of this diſcourſe 
ſpoken of the difference bctween the two covenants, 
yet I ſhall add a few words more before I conclude. 
The prophecy of Jeremiah, which is quoted in the 
eighth of the Hebrews, about the changing of the 
, covenant, ſays, © the new covenant ſhall not be 
according to the firſt,” 5 

Nov the firſt was perfected upon mount Sinai, 
the ſecond upon mount Calvary, The firſt was all 
of works, the ſecond all of grace. The firſt was all, 
Thou ſhalt do, Thou ſhalt not do;“ but the 
ſecond was all of what God would do for us, I 
will be your God, and you ſhall be my peopic: I 
will be to you a Father, and ye ſhall be to ine ſons 
and daughters: I will be merciful to your fins, and 
remember our iniquities no more.“ The firſt was 
written on tables of ſtone; the ſecond on the heart 
and mind, that is, in the very, nature, and is no other 
then making our heart and mind a copy of the law 

of God. I he firſt was taught by the prieſts to the 


people, by a father to his children, by a man to his 
„% en, „ brother 
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brother and to his neighbour z the ſecond is taught 
by the Lord alone, Neither ſhall they teach every 
man his brother, nor every man his neighbour, ſay- 
ing, know the Lord, for all ſhall] know me, from 
the leaſt of them to the greateſt of them, ſaith the 
Lord, All' thy children ſhall be taught of the 

ord.” The firſt covenant was for a time; the 
ſecond for eternity, The promiſes in the firſt were 
temporal, the promiſes in the latter ſpititual. "The 
old covenant was good on God's part, but on our 


part uncertain and broken; the new covenant was 


good on all ſides, and as the. conditions of it are 
perfectly fulfilled in our Saviour, ſo is it ſure, with 
all its bleſſings, to all the ſeed for evermore, and is 
a covenant that ſhall not be broken, an everlaſting 
covenant. That was ſealed with the blood of beaſts, 
and in the hands of the man Moſes, but this was 
ſealed with God's own blood, and in the hands of 
the Man Chrift Jeſus. With the firſt God finds 
fault, in that none could thereby be ſuve' ; but with 
the ſecond he is well pleaſcd, becauſe thereby a 
company innumerable enter into the holieſt of all, 
and are ſaved for ever, 2 


All who were under the firſt teſtament, however 


ſtrict and faithful, could obtain no grace farther 


than to be ſervants, and were in danger.of being put 
away like the bondmaid Hagar and her ſon, but all 
in the New Teſtament are ſons, and, like Iſaac, to 
abide in the houſe of God alway. OL 

Thus then it is not like the firſt covenant, to our 
great advantage and joy; for, inſtead of thunders, 
threatnings,. aad judgments, it is full of bleſſings, 
ſweet and precious promiſes, glad tidings, and great 
comforts; inſtead of curſing to hell, it brings to 
heaven ; -and inſtead of a bill, ſo much oweth thou 
anto the Lord, it brings the full receipt, God has 
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£ Swen thee all treſpaſſes; inſtead of a revengeful 
Lord, we have a loving huſband; inftead of com- 
manding us what to do, it ſhews what great things 
dur dear Saviour has done for us; and from the moſt 
unhappy and miſerable, it makes us the happieſt 
creatures in the world, and aſcertains to us the 
bleſſedneſs of the world to come. 

Happy are they who in reading the ſeriptures 
diſcern the privilege of this new covenant, and who 
in a good conſcience, and with a pure and unfeigned 
faith, poſſeſs them in their hearts: "Theſe read in- 
deed the thunders of mount Sinai, and hear the 
threatnings of a fiery law, but they are hid in the 

wounds of the Lamb, and need fear no evil: They 
_ underſtand what the law faith to all ſinners, and 
know how guilty and deſerving of all the curſes and 
condemnation they have been; but the blood of 
Jeſus has ſaved and waſhed them; and as men run 
the file through the bills which are paid, ſo theſe 
- behold the Lord God and the Lamb nailing all the 
ordinances which their fins had made to be againſt 
them, with his own body to the tree. The iron 
nail, like a file, goes through all, and tears and rends 
the old covenant to pieces, ſo that one can read no- 
thing more than the Lord thy God in the whole. 
His blood blots out every curſe, and ſilences every 
accuſer, ſo that without fear they can enter into the 
judgment, and ſtand bold as a lion: The mighty 
Counſellor bas direfted them how to eſcape; the 
Advocate with the Father has pleaded and gained 
their cauſe; the Judge of all has acquitted them, 
and: © juſtihed them from all things,“ from which 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 
May the Lord, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible, 
enlighten all of you in this i importantr matter, and help. 
the pour Aoner to enter into this new Covenant 
4 | —"— 
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td faith in his blood, and teach the cout whe 
has tired himſelf under the law, to ſtoop and learn 
of him righteouſneſs, and to find freely in him grace 
and everlaſting redemption, that they may praiſe 
him for his love, wiſdom, and e ſalvation for 
ever. Amen. . 
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1 Sinner to the Lord 1 come, | | 
Worthy that thou ſhould'ſt me conſume, 
But O one thing I plead : 
The ev'ry mite to thee I ow'd, 
Chriſt Jeſus with-his own heart's blood, 
In pity for me paid, - 
2 I know if thou ſhould'ſt bring me near, 
To anſwer at thy awful bar, 
And my own ſelf defend; 
If Jeſus did his grace withdraw, 
I know, O Lord, thy fiery law... 7 
My ſoul to hell would ſend. — 


3 But ſhould'ſt thou me to ls call, 
Tho' Moſes fac'd me there, and all 
My many fins appear d 
I would not fear, but boldly ſtand, : 
If Jeſus open'd his pierc'd hand, 
I know I ſhould be ſ par'd. x 


4 My full receipt ſhould there be they'd, * 15 
Written with iron pens in blood, 
On Jeſu's hands and fide, 


Im 
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Pm ſafe, I'd cry, O law and ſin, 
Ve cannot bring me guilty in, 


For Chriſt was crucify'd. 


5 5 My bonds and bills he on the tree 
Has nail'd, and ſo acquitted me 
From pain, and guilt, and ſhame 
He ſaw I nothing had to pay, 
So freely waſh'd my fin away, 
k All glory to his name ! 
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